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As my first year in 
Granville draws to a 
close, it is important to 
reflect and take stock in 
what has been learned 
and accomplished. As I 
cross over 25 years in 
education, I’ve been 
afforded the opportuni-
ty to work in a wide 
variety of  schools and 
communities in upstate 
New York. In that time, 
I have learned that each 
has its own unique per-
sonality and character. 
From those experienc-
es, I can confidently say that Granville 
truly is a very special place to work and 
be a part of. The outstanding quality, 
talents, and character of  our student 
body are a direct reflection of  our com-
munity, parents and staff. I would like 
to thank you as you made this first year 

an absolute pleasure.
Though the year has 

been busy, it has been 
time well spent. As a 
staff, we have made 
great strides in multi-
ple important areas 
across the district. A 
few notable highlights 
are:

– Through the hard 
work and dedication of  
our teaching staff, cur-
riculum mapping is 
well under way in our 
elementary grades. 
This will assist in pro-

viding an improved and consistent 
educational experience for students in 
grades PK-6.

– Our 1:1 computer initiative, with 
the input of  many, has been redesigned 
in an effort to improve access and sus-
tainability across the district, and is 

now officially launched. As the new 
technology arrives, we have put train-
ing and support in place to ensure its 
effective use in enhancing education.

– We have looked long and hard at 
our security and emergency prepared-
ness. We have adjusted processes and 
procedures accordingly to balance our 
role as a public facility with the need 
for a safe and secure environment for 
our students and staff.

– We have added educational and 
enrichment opportunities for students 
across the district to enhance what is 
already a very comprehensive pro-
gram of  study, thus giving students 
the exposure to programs, clubs and 
experiences that many only dream of.

– We have worked closely with NYS 
to ensure that our Special Education 
programs are meeting the regulatory 
and educational needs of  our diverse 
student population.

– Knowing the importance of  

health and wellness, we have adopted 
a comprehensive district wellness 
plan that has driven multiple changes 
to increase activity and healthy habits 
for our students.

Successful school districts are not 
static, unchanging monoliths reflect-
ing the efforts of  a few. They are 
dynamic institutions that are rooted 
in tradition that are constantly seek-
ing improvement and innovation. 
They are places that build a collective 
capacity for leadership and knowledge 
that draws on the talents of  all, while 
remaining responsive to the needs of  
the community that supports them. I 
have found this to be very true at 
Granville and it is what makes 
Granville a place where Golden 
Opportunities await.

Thomas McGurl,
Granville Central School District 

superintendent

Tonight there will be a meeting at 
the Granville High School for all stu-
dent athletes, parents and coaches 
regarding Granville fall sports.

The meeting is at 6:30 p.m. in the 
auditorium.

All athletes and parents should be 
in attendance to sign the necessary 
paperwork and to meet their coaches. 

For additional information, con-
tact Justin Nassivera, athletic direc-
tor, at jnassivera@granvillecsd.org or 
518-642-1051 ext. 2185.

Bike rodeo tests kids’ skills

Superintendent McGurl’s first year reflections

Fall sports 
meeting tonight

‘Welcome’ hot 
dog roast set 
for Aug. 28

Granville Jr./Sr. High School to 
Host Hot Dog Roast to Welcome and 
Orientate Incoming 7th Grade 
Students

The Granville Jr./Sr. High School 
is hosting a hot dog roast for incom-
ing seventh grade students to wel-
come and orientate them on Tuesday, 
August 28 at 5:00 p.m. Students enter-
ing 7th grade in September and their 
families are invited to attend. The 
program for the evening is as follows:

There will be a brief  welcome in 
the auditorium at 5:15 p.m. Students 
and families will have the opportuni-
ty to meet incoming students and 
families from Granville, Wells and the 
Mettowee School Districts.

Schedules and locker assignments 
will be distributed during the hotdog 
roast and school staff  will be avail-
able to assist students and their par-
ents in locating lockers and class-
rooms.   

By Krystle S. Morey

Rain didn’t deter a group of  about 
100 kids from testing their riding skills 
on a bicycle obstacle course during 
Granville’s Summer Recreation 
Program last Friday.

“I was definitely worried about the 
rain, especially with the kids riding 
their bikes,” said program director 
Hunter Bassett. “Luckily though the 
rain wasn’t too bad and they all had the 
opportunity to ride their bikes.”

The Bike Rodeo, sponsored by the vil-
lage and town as well as Centers Health 
Care, challenged kids with a number of  
obstacles including tight turns, a hard 
stop and speed straightaway. 

Last Friday was Brayden Powers’ 
first time riding a bike. Powers, 6, 
reported that he was brave and was “not 
scared” to tackle the obstacles, which 
were marked with plastic cones in the 
Granville Elementary School parking 
lot.

When asked how his round on the 
course went, he said: “Fun.”

Some students brought bikes and hel-
mets to share with those who either 
didn’t have a bike of  their own or were 
unable to bring a bike that day. 

“Most of  the kids were able to bring 
their own bikes and helmets which 
worked out perfectly,” Bassett said.

The kids waited under a pop-up tent, 
sheltered from the drizzling rain, until 
it was their turn to maneuver the turns 
on the course.

“I can’t wait to do it,” said John 
Hampton, 6.

From July 5 to Aug. 17, some 160 chil-
dren will attend summer rec each day, 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Granville Elementary School. 
They alternate playing in the gym, on 
the playground, making on arts and 
crafts, and enjoying free lunches. 

“The main thing I wanted the kids to 
learn is that safety is first priority when 
riding and that they always need to 
wear helmets,” Bassett said.

Bassett, who works at Washington 
Center in Argyle, reached out to Centers 
Health Care for help with the Bike 
Rodeo because she remembers partici-
pating in a bike rodeo when she was 
younger.

“I was super excited to host it,” she 
said.

The students learned left and right 
turn hand signals as well as coming to a 
complete stop at a stop sign before con-
tinuing riding.

“We care about the communities that 
we are in,” said Will Wohltjen, Centers’ 
field marketing manager. “Any way that 
we can help out … we try to.”

Centers, which operates the 
Granville Center and Slate Valley 
Center nursing and rehabilitation facili-
ties, donated three new bicycles to the 
program. Each was raffled off  to a child 
attending the summer recreation pro-
gram that day.

Each kid’s name was scratched onto 
a piece of  scrap paper and drawn from a 
helmet at random.

Jacob Hampton, 8, won the bicycle 
for his age group. 

“I did it. I won a bike,” he exclaimed 
when his name was read aloud.

“My mom and aunt will be so happy. I 
won my very own bike,” Hampton said.

Hampton immediately confirmed 
that he would share the bike with his 

younger brother, John. Then he asked if  
he could take it for a spin. Off  he went, 
around the cones again.

“It’s awesome,” he said.
The black and red Huffy bike fea-

tured racing decals, “Rock it” stickers 
and training wheels.

“I like that it’s even red,” Hampton 
said.

Last Friday was Hampton’s first time 
riding a “big kid bike.”

“I rode a three-wheeler until I was 
seven,” he said.

Centers also donated four helmets 
and three bells that we were raffled off. 
Elementary school teacher Carrie 
Arquette donated two bikes that were 
also raffled off  to the children.

T.J. Zovistoski from the Granville 
Police Department supervised the bike 
rodeo throughout the day and he provid-
ed every kid at the rec program with a 
make-your-own Stewart’s ice cream.

At the conclusion of  each heat, 
Bassett asked the kids if  they enjoyed 
challenging themselves on the course 
and if  they had fun.

The consensus: “Yes!” 

Jacob Hampton jumps with joy after he was informed he won a bicycle raffled off 
during the Summer Rec bike rodeo. From left: Kathryn Dennison, Kayla Nowicki, 
Hunter Bassett and John Hampton look on.

Thomas McGurl


