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Organizers are looking for 
vendors interested in advertis-
ing their wares at the third 
annual Sasquatch Calling 
Festival.

The so-called ‘SquatchFest 
is set for Saturday, Sept. 29 and 
will be held in Whitehall’s 
Skenesborough Park this year.

“We’ve got such an outreach 
to vendors we will probably fill 
the park,” said event organizer 
David Molenaar.

Vendors can snag a table for 
just $10. A table plus four 
30-second radio ads on WNYV-
FM and WVNR-AM is only $49. 

Currently the lineup of  
activities for the festival 
includes showings of  Bigfoot-
related films, The Beast of  
Whitehall and Harry and the 
Hendersons; presentations 
from local Sasquatch histori-
an Paul Bartholomew, private 
investigator Steve Kulls, 

Vermont Bigfoot researcher 
Frank Siecienski, local 
Sasquatch witness Brian 
Gosselin and researcher Bill 
Brann of  the Northern 
Sasquatch Research Society.

There will also be live 
music with Whitehall code 
compliance officer Pete 
Telisky’s own Hometown band 
as well as Just the Two of  Us 
already signed up for the day’s 
event.

Additionally, there will be 
special kids’ activities, a giant 
slide and bounce castle and of  
course, the eponymous Calling 
Festival, to begin at 5 p.m.

The best, most convincing 
Sasquatch caller will claim a 
$100 prize for adults and $50 
for kids.

Prospective vendors, volun-
teers or anyone with ques-
tions should contact Molenaar 
at 518-499-0874.

Cassandra Glacy and 
Aaron Fleck met at Slate 
Valley Center a little over 
four years ago. 

He was working as an 
agency nurse and she was 
working per diem as a 
Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) while she was attend-
ing school to become a regis-
tered nurse.

The two worked the same 
shift occasionally and it 
wasn’t until a couple of  years 
ago that they decided to go on 
a date. Their first date was at 
Congress Park in Saratoga 
where they had a lovely pic-
nic.

About a year later, Fleck 
asked Glacy to marry him at 
the same park on New Year’s 
Eve. Congress Park has very 
special memories for them, 
but their hearts belong to 
Slate Valley Center where 
their residents are.

The couple agreed that it 
was only fitting that they 
start their married life there 
with their friends, family, and 
residents as witnesses.

“Both are very committed 

and passionate about the 
work that they do at the 
Center and they can’t imag-
ine not sharing this very spe-
cial day with those residents,” 
said Jeffrey Jacomowitz, pub-
lic relations director.

They had their wedding 
ceremony outside on the patio 
at Slate Valley Center on June 
23. They were married under 
an arbor surrounded by flow-
ers and the beauty of  sum-
mer. 

Fall may be several months 
away but Whitehall’s Youth 
League football and cheerlead-
ing registrations are now avail-
able.

Cost to participate this year 
is $40 for flag football; $90 for 
football grades 3-6; and $40 for 
cheeleading grades 1-6. Kids 
need to be registered no later 
than Tuesday, July 31.

Registration forms can be 
obtained at the Whitehall 
Recreation Center on Williams 
Street. Completed forms along 
with the necessary fees can be 
mailed to the Whitehall Youth 
League, PO Box 126, Whitehall, 
New York 12887.

For more information con-
tact Whitehall Youth League 
president at 518-415-9818.

You could be eligible for free 
groceries and more through 
the Washington County 
Women, Infants and Children 
program.

Qualifications for WIC 
include being pregnant, breast-
feeding an infant or having a 
child under the age of  five. 

Get free nutrition counsel-

ing, breastfeeding support, 
referrals to other services, a 
monthly, nutritious food pack-
age and more.

Call Washington County 
WIC at 518-746-2460 to schedule 
an appointment. There are 
appointments available most 
days of  the week at the pro-
gram’s Hudson Falls’ office.

Members of  the 
Whitehall Volunteer Fire 
Company received their 
periodic training for 
Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) and 
Automated External 

Defibrillator (AED) on 
Tuesday, June 26 at the 
Whitehall firehouse.

Emergency medical ser-
vice training is provided to 
firefighters several times 
throughout the year.

Free groceries and more

Granville couple weds at nursing home

Aaron and Cassandra Fleck

Whitehall firefighters learn
life-savings techniques

Firefighters Dan Herrmann (left) and Justin Millett discuss chest 
compression techniques.

Vendors sought for annual 
‘Squatchfest’ September 29

Youth football registration out now

By Keith Harrington
The Hartford Community 

Band will present a summer 
concert series beginning on 
Tuesday, July 10. Two concerts 
will be held at the Hartford 
Baptist Church on Main Street, 
the other two will be held at the 
South Hartford Congregational 
Church on Route 40 in South 
Hartford.

The band had performed an 
annual concert at the Baptist 
Church for several years, and 
last year added a second show 
at the South Hartford 
Congregational Church. This 
year the band decided to extend 
their performances to a four-
concert series, with two dates 
at each venue.

On July 10, the event will 
offer plenty of  food for concert-
goers, with the band holding a 
bake sale. The church’s 
Women’s Fellowship will offer 

hot dogs and chips, while the 
Boy Scouts will sell popcorn 
and water.  

In the church fellowship 
hall, the Women’s group will 
hold a silent basket raffle with 
the winners announced after 
the concert intermission.

The second concert will also 
be held at the Hartford Baptist 
Church on Wednesday, July 25, 
then the concerts will switch to 
the South Hartford 
Congregational Church for per-
formances on Aug. 7 and Aug 
28.

The Hartford Community 
Band was founded in 1990 and 
is comprised of  musicians who 
volunteer their time and talent.  
When Hartford music teacher 
Sheldon Binns decided to retire 
that year, he thought he was 
directing his final performance 
and would be laying down his 
baton for the final time. Little 

did he know that many of  his 
former students, spanning his 
three decades of  teaching, had 
other plans and joined him on 
stage at his final concert. 

At the end of  the concert, 
Binns, who passed away in 2015, 
smiled at the group and said, 
“Let’s do this some more,” and 
the Hartford Community Band 
was born. The group has been 
performing concerts for more 
than 30 years. 

The band’s repertoire fea-
tures a wide variety of  music 
including classics, pops, movie 
music themes, marches, big 
band tunes and jazz. The band 
performs under the direction 
of  Lisa Cornell. 

Each concert in the series 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. and are 
weather-permitting, unless 
they are able to move inside the 
churches in the case of  inclem-
ent weather. 

Hartford band summer series

By Keith Harrington 
The Hartford Museum and 

Civil War Enlistment Center 
has opened its doors for the 
summer with a new exhibit that 
highlights “Houses of  Hartford 
and the People Who Lived in 
Them.”

“Most of  them are historical-
ly significant people, but I also 
felt that we should talk about 
the common man,” said Dale 
LaPoint, one of  the museum’s 
docents. “Every one of  them has 
a story.” 

The exhibit is made up of  two 
rooms, one dedicated to the 
homes of  the northern village, 
while the second room focuses 
on the south village. 

“We tried to do more with 
who they really were,” LaPoint 
said. “We did more on the peo-
ple. Mike (Town Historian Mike 
Armstrong) did the genealogy.” 

Some of  the houses in the 
north village that are included 
in the exhibit are the Byron H. 

Brayton, Dr. Bigelow House, and 
James C. Northup House. Some 
of  the south village houses 
researched include The Levi 
Hatch House, Henry W. Barker 
House and Brown’s Tavern.

“Basically you have profiles 
of  houses that are significant. 
We’re not talking about the 
architecture. Probably Brown’s 
Tavern in South Hartford is one 
of  the oldest,” LaPoint said. “A 
lot of  these houses still stand.” 

Overall, the museum, also 
known as the Elisha Straight 
House, provides an overview of  
Colonial life in Hartford and the 
changes from a frontier to an 
agricultural town. There is a 
timeline on display that shows 
100 years of  change from 1800 to 
1900 and compares local events 
to national events. 

Next door to the house is the 
Civil War Enlistment Center. 
The enlistment center focuses 
on the events in history of  the 
123rd New York Regiment, their 

recruitment, uniforms, letters 
to home and the campaign that 
lead them to the historic battle 
at Gettysburg. The building is 
the only Civil War Recruitment 
Center remaining in New York 
State. 

The Museum and Enlistment 
Center are open to visitors on 
Sunday afternoons from 1 to 4 
p.m. during July and August 
and at other times by appoint-
ment. For more information call 
(518) 632-9151 or (518) 854-3796.  
School tours are also available. 

If  anyone would like to help 
out the museum that are a cou-
ple of  opportunities. 

“We are always looking for 
really, really old photographs of  
the town from the 1800s up to 
the turn of  the century,” 
LaPoint said. “And you don’t 
have to know anything about 
history. We can’t teach you what 
you need you need to know 
about walking around the build-
ings.” 

Hartford homes on exhibit


